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MISSION STATEMENT: 

Burger School for Students with Autism is committed to maximizing the potential of each student to 
gain independent and self-fulfillment.  Through a collaborative effort, we will work in partnership with 
students each other, parents, community and local districts to assure that each student has the 
opportunity to become a happy, healthy, productive and contributing member of society.  

 

 
   

DATES TO REMEMBER 
by Joseph Michael 

 

Nov. 8 – Election Day, No School 
Nov. 10 - End of 1st Marking Period 
Nov. 11 – Half Day, AM only 
      Veterans Day 
Nov. 15 – Half Day, AM only; Parent 
                 Teacher conferences 
Nov. 22 – Half Day, AM only 
Nov. 23-24 – Thanksgiving, No School  

 

 
 

HELP WANTED 

Garden City Public Schools is need of 
Lunch Monitors for their Elementary 
Schools. 
Work 1 ½ to 2 hours per day at $ 9.00 per 
hour. 
For more information please call 734-
762-8369. 

 

 

 
The Lyman Foundations 37th Annual 
Golf Outing was a huge success! We 
anticipate being able to sponsor some 
wonderful events for our students and 
their families such as Movie Day and a 
Tiger game. We have already sponsored 
events such as BTC's Moonlight 
Masquerade Fall Formal and various 
technology items for classrooms. Thank 
you for your continued support! 
 

 
 

by Aaron Grove 
 

Every November 11th we celebrate those 
who help protect and serve America in 
the Armed Forces.  People from the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, and 
Coast Guard are military veterans. That 
means their job is, or was,  to help 
protect the United States form people 
who want to harm Americans or start 
wars with the United States. November 
11th was chosen because that was the last 
day of fighting in World War I. 

   The  
   Lyman  
   Foundation 



 
 

 

In an effort to help families from Burger 
Transition Center that may not have a 
Thanksgiving dinner and to stock the 
Cougar Cafe, our food and clothing 
pantry, the Community Service Class, 
along with Blaze’s Place is collecting 
non-perishable food items.  If possible, 
send your donations of canned goods, 
baking ingredients, packaged goods, or 
cash with your student.  Students will 
receive a Blaze Buck to spend at 
Blaze’s Place for their donations.  Bring 
your donation to Blaze’s Place during 
regular scheduled hours. We will be 
collecting until Tuesday, November 22, 
2016.  
Some suggestions our class compiled 
are: Boxed Potatoes, Stuffing, 
 Canned Veggies, Cornbread mix  
Canned Fruit, Macaroni and Cheese, 
Salad, Dressing, Soup,  Gravy, Cake 
Mix, Jello, Coffee, Juices, Tea  
 

Thank you for your support, 
Burger Transition Center 
Blazes Place School Store  
Community Service Class 
 

 
 

Getting To Know You 
 

by Branson Bellamy 
 

With the 2016-2017 school year well in 
progress, students and staff have noticed 
three new faces in the Burger Transition 

Center school setting. These recent additions 
to the BTC family are teaching assistants 
Kaitlyn Farthing, Kellie Kosikowski, and 
Martha Read. I recently had the opportunity 
to interview all three of these people. By 
chatting with these individuals, I learned 
about their persona and hope you will too. 
Because of how interesting the individuals 
and interviews were, this should be fun to 
read on. 
During the interviews, I asked these three 
individuals the same six questions.  Going in 
alphabetical order, let’s start with Kaitlyn 
Farthing. 
 

Branson Bellamy:  Before joining the 
Burger Transition family, where did you 
come from? 
Kaitlyn Farthing:  I came from Burger 
Baylor. 
BB:  What was your position at Burger 
Baylor?      
KF:  I was a one-on-one. 
BB:  How far or close do you live from your 
work? 
KF:  I live 20 minutes away from my work. 
BB:  Do you have any pets? 
KF:  I currently have no pets. 
BB:  What is your favorite past-time? 
KF:  I like to play soccer. 
BB:  What skills are necessary for your 
work? 
KF:  The skills necessary for my work are 
patience and being understanding. 
BB: What is your favorite thing about BTC? 
KF:  My favorite thing about BTC is how 
kind everybody is.   
 

Let’s go on to the second interviewee, Kellie 
Kosikowksi. 
Branson Bellamy:  Before joining the 
Burger Transition Center family, where did 
you come from? 
Kellie Kosikwoski:  I came from Burger 
Baylor. 
BB:  What was your position at Burger 
Baylor? 
KK:  I was a one-on-one.   
BB:  How far or close do you live from your 
work? 
KK:  I live 2 blocks from BTC. 
BB:  Do you have any pets? 



KK:  I have 1 dog named Brody and 1 cat 
named Mittens. 
BB:  What is your favorite past-time. 
KK:  I really enjoy sewing and quilting. 
BB:  What skills are necessary for your 
work? 
KK:  Computer skills and patience are 
necessary for my work. 
BB:  What is your favorite thing about 
BTC? 
KK:  Reminiscing upon old memories.  All 
of my children went to school here, and I 
worked here for 20 years when it was Henry 
Ruff Elementary.  Also, having worked at 
Burger Baylor it is good seeing former 
students from Baylor now at Transition. 
 

Last but not least, the final new addition to 
BTC is Martha Read. 
Branson Bellamy:  Before joining the 
Burger Transition family, where did you 
come from? 
Martha Read:  I came from Burger Baylor. 
BB:  What was your position at Burger 
Baylor? 
MR:  I was the teaching assistant in teacher 
Sue Pinto’s room in C-hall. 
BB:  How far or close do you live from your 
work? 
MR:  I live about 2 miles from BTC.  It’s a 
nice commute. 
BB:  Do you have any pets? 
MR:  Not currently, though possibly a dog 
in the near future. 
BB:  What is your favorite past-time? 
MR:  I enjoy spending time with my family 
and the great outdoors. 
BB:  What skills are necessary for your 
work? 
MR:  Patience, good listening skills, and a 
positive attitude. 
BB:  What is your favorite thing about 
BTC? 
MR:  It’s very close to my son’s school, 
which is a plus, and I’m grateful that BTC is 
close to my home.  Though most of all, I 
love and learn from the students. 
  

Overall, the interviews I did are sure to be a 
memory to look back on.  Thank you  to 
everybody for reading my dialog and have a 
great year. BB 

 

 

Occupational Therapy Corner 

Happy November from your Occupational 
Therapy Department at Burger 
Baylor. Thanksgiving is right around the 
corner!  We wish you and your family a 
healthy and safe Thanksgiving Day. As 
you get ready for the holiday, here are 
some great “OT-approved” ideas for 
activities to do and resources to use as a 
family! 

 Let your child know what will be 
coming up. Some families get 
together with extended relatives 
and friends for a big feast. 
Whatever your plans are, be sure 
to keep the line of communication 
open with your child ahead of 
time.  Let them know how many 
people will be there, what the 
schedule looks like for the day, 
and what kinds of foods there will 
be.  Your child may also benefit 
from reading a social story about 
Thanksgiving to help prep them. 
Autism Speaks has put together a 
great social story you can print at 
home and read over with your 
child before Thanksgiving Day. 
 https://www.autismspeaks.org/site
s/default/files/docs/thanksgiving_s
ocial_story.pdf 

 Practice setting the table. This is a 
great life skill to practice with your 
kids.  Here’s a printable placemat 
you can use as a visual guide for 
your student. Put it on the table 
and have them match the items to 
the outline.  Setting the table is a 
skill that can be used at home or 
in a restaurant job. Thanksgiving 
dinners usually have lots of place 
settings, so it’s the perfect 
opportunity to include your child in 



setting up for the big day. 
http://emilypost.com/wp-
content/uploads/2015/09/your_pla
cemat.pdf 

 Cook, cook, cook!  Many 
Thanksgiving dishes can be 
prepared ahead of time to ease up 
the stress of cooking everything 
on the holiday. By making food a 
few days ahead, your student can 
be part of the process and you can 
take your time cooking. A great, 
easy dish to make ahead of time is 
cranberry relish.  It’s easy and 
stores well in the freezer so you 
can pull it out when you need it. 
Many of our students have goals 
to learn cooking skills, and it’s 
wonderful when families can 
practice cooking together in their 
own kitchens to reinforce these 
skills. Here’s an easy, 3-ingredient 
cranberry relish recipe you can 
practice at home. 
 http://www.oceanspray.com/Recip
es/Corporate/Sauces,-Sides-
Salads/Fresh-Cranberry-Orange-
Relish.aspx 

 Incorporate writing activities into 
your Thanksgiving. Your child can 
be responsible for writing names 
on name cards for the dinner 
table. If part of your Thanksgiving 
tradition includes sharing things 
that you are thankful for, consider 
letting your child write down 
his/her answer ahead of time. You 
can let your student use this 
writing prompt to pick 4 things to 
share. 
http://www.k12reader.com/worksh
eet/im-thankful-for-writing-
prompt/view 

Thanksgiving is a time for giving thanks, 
showing appreciation, and sharing time as 
a family. Let your child know why you are 
thankful for them and what makes them so 
uniquely special.  Cherish your time 
together and celebrate all the victories, big 
and small, that you’ve had this year. We 
hope you enjoy your holiday and can find 
time to spend with your loved ones. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Your Friendly Neighborhood OTs 

Pamela Brown & Meredith Nackley 
 

 
 

DOCTOR STRANGE 

by Brandon Davis 

As many of you may remember, Marvel 

Studios is known for creating the 

Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). Each 

film they have made has been 

successful for both the critics and 

with audiences. So far, we have seen 

a billionaire scientist in a suit of 

armor, super soldiers from WWII, a 

Bunch of Asgardians traveling to 

different worlds, and a guy who can 

grow and shrink in sizes. Marvel will 

now take us to a place where students 

go to learn the ancient arts of 

sorcery, including the supreme 

sorcerer of the Marvel Universe, 

known as Doctor Strange.  

Before he became the master of 

sorcery, Dr. Stephen Strange 

(Benedict Cumberbatch) was a 

neurosurgeon whose hands were damaged 

in a terrible car accident. In 

desperate measures, Dr. Stephen set 

out on a journey of healing, where he 

found the Ancient One (Tilda 

Swinton), who later became his mentor 

in the mystic arts. Do you know the 

timeline when Dr. Stephen's training 

took place? It is set on the same 

timeline between Iron Man's origins 

story in the MCU, to after the events 

of Captain America: Civil War, when 
his training was complete. 

The cast of the film Includes 

Chiwetel Ejiofor as the villainous 



Karl Mordo, Rachel McAdams as Dr. 

Stephen's love interest, Christine 

Palmer, Benedict Wong 

as...well...Wong, and Michael 

Stuhlbarg as Dr. Stephen's scientist 

rival, Nicodemus West. 

From what I read from one of my 

superhero magazines, it says the film 

will have a brilliant imaginary 

combination of the minds of Steve 

Ditko (the co-creator of Spider-Man), 

Hayao Miyazaki (the director of 

Spirited Away, Castle In The Sky, My 
Neighbor Totoro), Stanley Kubrick 
(The Shining), and the visual magic 
of the Matrix trilogy.  
The score for the film is done by 

Michael Giacchino, who has done 

brilliant music for a number of 

films, such as The Incredibles, 
Ratatouille, Star Trek, and the 
upcoming Rogue one: The Star Wars 
Story. If you decide to go see this 
upcoming Marvel film, you might want 

to literally hang on at the edge of 

your seat, because this may be one of 

craziest thrill ride you'll ever 

experience. 

 

 
 

Our Thanksgiving Feast 
by Joseph Wirick 

 

Every year, the staff and students of Burger 
Transition Center have an annual feast to 
celebrate Thanksgiving. This year, we are 
having ourselves a special feast once again 
to kick off the Thanksgiving weekend. There 
will be donations to help support the feast, 
so if you have turkey, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, stuffing, cranberry sauce, green bean 
casserole, pumpkin pie, cornbread, pudding 
or any kind of Thanksgiving food, please 

feel free to donate to the Burger Pantry. The 
feast will take place in the gym on 
November 18, 2016 at 11:30 A.M. I think 
it'll be a really exciting feast! 
 

 
 
National Clean Out Your Refrigerator Day 

by Branson Bellamy 

November 15th is National Clean Out 
Your Refrigerator Day.  It’s time to get 
that kitchen appliance spic and span in 
time for Thanksgiving dinner.  With the 
upcoming holidays quickly approaching 
and turkey-day just around the corner, 
now is a perfect time of year to poke 
your head in the fridge and do some 
cleaning. Many cases of outdated and 
stinky refrigerators are like a cheesy 
horror movie, such as ‘’Attack of the 
Killer Tomatoes’’...which some of you 
may have been fortunate or unfortunate 
enough to have witnessed. 
The refrigerator is one of the most 
neglected appliances in many 
households.  Food items just seem to 
find their way to it’s inner recesses, 
never to see the light of day again. 
 We’ve all run across items in the 
refrigerator that once were tasty food. 
 But now, they are some dried out, mold 
covered nasty, that you remove and 
dispose of at arm’s length.  By the way, 
who wins the prize for the worst 
refrigerator surprises?  Most often, it’s 
workplace refrigerators.   
Produce drawers can be the worst part, 
where fruits and vegetables have 
decomposed over the past weeks, 
months, or even longer into brownish 
gels.  Some people have vegetable 
crispers that are so bad that they have 
to call in a hazardous waste disposal 
team. 



Here are common suggested ideas for 
cleaning your fridge:   

 Take everything out. 
 Throw away opened jars 

of items that you know 
you just aren’t going to 
use again, or in the 
foreseeable future. 

 Wash down, disinfect, 
and scrub the inner walls, 
shelves, and the door 
seal. A cleaning solution 
of 2 tablespoons baking 
soda and 1 quart hot 
water won’t leave behind 
a scent food can absorb. 

Use this day to clean out your 
refrigerator, from top to bottom. 
 When it comes to food safety, 
think back to the old saying, 
‘’when in doubt, throw it out’’. 
 And by the way, when traveling 
in or through Pennsylvania, do 
not sleep on the top of a 
refrigerator outdoors...it’s illegal. 
 

 
 

by Maziko Chimbayo 
  

It is almost time for the Presidential 
Election. People say this is a hard 
time for picking a president. There 
is a Democratic Party candidate, 
Hillary Clinton and a Republican 
Party candidate, Donald Trump. The 
first Republican Party candidate 
ever elected to be the United States 
President was also elected during a 
troubled time in American history. 
His name was Abraham Lincoln. He 
was a lawyer and politician from 
Illinois. He wanted to end slavery in 

the United States of America. 
Abraham Lincoln became the 16th 
President of the United States in 
March of 1861. He led the country 
through its worst war in our history 
when more than 1 million 
Americans were either wounded or 
killed. The country was kept 
together when the Confederacy 
surrendered. In April of 1865, 
President Lincoln was the first U.S. 
President to be assassinated. He died 
a hero to many people and is 
honored with many memorials in 
the country, including the Lincoln 
Memorial in our nation's capital, 
Washington D. C. He is also one of 
only four Presidents on Mt. 
Rushmore. You can see him on the 
penny and the five dollar bill, too. 
Abraham Lincoln is my favorite 
President. 
 

 
 

BTC Chili Cook off 
 

by Sam Delorey 
On Friday, October 21st, the Staff at 
Burger Transition Center held a Chili 
Cook Off to raise money for our holiday 
giving tree. Over 40 staff members 
participated in this event! 
15 staff created their prize winning chili 
and soup for the competition. 
There were 3 prizes awarded: most 
spicy, most unique and best overall. 
Mr. Derek Nowka entered a chili so 
spicy that it took home the prize. Most 
unique and best overall went to Mrs. 
Leslie Suchy-Kuclo’s baked potato soup. 
Can you believe a soup won best overall 
in a chili cook off? I bet it was tasty! The 
event raised $135 for the holiday giving 
tree! 


